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leffer Lion and Cancer, .as far^ as the 
fmaller Dog. 
h ' " 
At 8 49 36. This Arch quite difappear'd : But 
at the fame time, I favv another broad- 
er and brighter Arch under Caffto- 
fea, feven or eight Degrees high. 

In the Obfervations of October 4th, and in the 
lad, I am certain as to the Time of the Clock: So 
that if it has happened that others have obferved the 
fame Thatiomena, the Longitudes of Places may- 
be determined by them with greater Exadlnefs than 
by the Satellites of Jupiter, which I take to be the 
principalUie that may be made of thefeOblervations, 
especially- In- making Maps of the Northern Coun- 
tries, where thefe Lights more frequently occur. 



V11L A Letter from 2)r. Robert James, 
of Lichfield, to Sir Hans Sloane, 
Bart. Pr. R. S. containing fome Expe- 
riments made upon Mad Dogs with 
Mercury". 

Lichfield, June 3, 1735. 
SIR, 

1 N purfuance of your Commands, I here give you 
X an Account of fome Experiments that have 
been made upon Mad Tiogs with Mercury, which 
1 apprehend I have fome Reafon to believe is the 
3 moil 
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moft effectual Prefervative againfr,and perhaps even 
a Cure for the Hydrophobia. 

About Mkbaelmas,ij$\, I waited on Mr Floyer t 
of HintSyQ. Gentleman who is very curious in Fox- 
Hounds. He complaint that He was afraid of a 
Madnefs amongft his Hounds ; for that Morning 
one had ran mad in the Kennel, and he was appre- 
henfivc that moft of the reft were bit by him : I 
took this Opportunity of telling him that I had 
long believ'd thzt Mercury would, if try'd, prove 
the bed Remedy againft this Infection '■'■} and that if 
the Idea I had form'dof this Poifon was juft, I was 
pretty fure the Medicine would anfwer, notwith- 
ftanding the Difficulty there is of determining the 
EfFe&s of a Medicine a priori ; and that it was, 
at leaft, worth while to try. Mr. Floyer neglected 
this Advice till the February following. Mean 
time he try*d the Medicine in. Bates, commonly 
known by the Name of the Pewter-Medicine ; as 
alfo every thing elfe which was recommended to 
him by other Sportfmen, but to no Purpofe -, for 
fbme of his Hounds run mad almoft every Day af- 
ter Hunting. Upon this he took his Hounds to the 
Sea, and had every one of them dipt in the Salt- 
Water; and at his Return, brought his Pack to a- 
nother Gentleman's Kennel, fix Miles diftant from 
his own. But, notwithftanding this Precaution, he 
loft fix or feven Couple of his Dogs in a Fortnights 
Time. About this Time, which was in February, 
I waited on him at his new Habitation, and found 
him in that Diftrefs not nnufual with Sportfmen up- 
on thefe Occafions. I ask'd him if he had try'd 
the Experiment I recommended. He faid he had 

I ja not. 
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not, but that two of his Hounds were then -?mad*. 
and he would that Night, do it. He fhewed me 
the Dogs, and they were both as far gone as I ever 
have feen any. They refus'd Food of all Sorts, par- 
ticularly Fluids, flaver'd much, and had all: the Symp- 
toms of a Hydrophobia to a great Degree. He lent 
immediately to Lichfield fox zllthzTurpeth Mine- 
ral he could get, and that Night gave twelve Grains 
a-piece to the two Dogs, which vomited and pur- 
ged them gently. Twenty-four Hours, after this 
he gave to each twenty-four Grains, and after the 
lame Interval he gave forty-eight more to each. 
The Dogs falivated confiderably, and fbon after 
Jap'd warm Milk. At the End of twenty-four 
Hours more he repeated to one Dog twenty-four 
Grains more, and omitted it to the other. The 
Dog that took this laft Dofe, lay upon the Ground 
iaiivated extreamly, was in great Agonies, and had 
all the Symptoms of a Salivation rais'd too quick ; 
but got through it, and is at this Time alive. The 
other relapfed and died. 

To ail the reft of the Pack he gave feven Grains 
of the TurPeth for the firftDofe, the fecond twelve, 
at twenty-four Hours diftance, which was repeated 
every other Day for fome little Time. The Me- 
thod was repeated at the two. or three iuceeeding 
Fulls and Changes of the Moon. From this Time 
he loft not another Hound ; and though feveraf 
have fince been bit by ftrange Dogs, the Turfeth 
has always prevented any ill Conlequenees. 

I and my Friends have try 'd the fame Thing fince 
upon a Multitude of Dogs, and it has never failed 
in any one Inftance* though Dogs bit at the fame 

Time, 
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Time, and by the lame Dogs, have run mad after 
mod other Methods had been try'd. 

As to the Experiments made upon Mankind, I 
have had Opportunities of making but three. 

The firft was about two Years and a half ago, up- 
on a Giri about fourteen Years old. The Calf of 
her Leg was fo torn by a Mad Dog, that the Sur- 
geon was obliged to ule Means to prevent a Morti- 
fication from the Bite. She was vomited by the 
Turpeth. Three Days before the next Change of 
the Moon, the Vomit was repeated, and again the 
very Day of its changing. The fame Method was 
purfued the next Full Moon. The Girl is very 
well. 

The -fecond was a Boy of about ten Years of 
Age. He had Four Holes in one of his Legs, made 
by a Mad Dog in November laft. The Turpeth 
was given as above, and the Wounds drefTed with 
Digeftives, and he continues well. Tbefe two 
liv'cj near Burton upon ?>?#£, and Mr. Towndrow, 
of that Place, was Apothecary. 

The third Cafe was that of a young Man near 
Tamizorth, of about eighteen. The Bite was up- 
on the Hand. A great Number of Dogs were bit 
at the lame Time, in the Town where he liv'd. 
Abputffix Days after the Milchief was done, feveral 
Dogs that had been wounded ran mad, upon which 
he applied himfelf to Mr. W ~ilfon> Apothecary in 
Tamworth, to whom I had communicated the Sue - 
cefs of the Turpeth, in.this Cafe. Tbe. i young\Man 
was,, at ; this Time, .very melancholly and dejected, 
had Tremors,- and, flept ;very littie for fome Nights 
before, though he was not apprehenftve that the Dog 

which 
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which bit him was mad. He had a dry Scab upon 
his Hand : He was, upon applying to Mr. Wilfin, 
vomited with Vin. Bcnedicl. 5ij. 

The next Tiling lie took was made according to 
the following Preicription. 

"fyTurpefh. Min. gr. xij. Lap. Contrayerv. zl. 
Ther. Androm. q.f.M. F. Bol. N° 3, fumat ■ ttnum. 
Singulis no&ibus hora decubitus Jhperbibendo Jalap, 
feq. Cochl.'w. fy Aq. Rut. svj. Theriac. 3ij. 
Syr. Taon.c. 3ifi finff. Cajtor 3ij M. F. Julap. 

Upon taking thefe he fweat very much, and had 
two loofe Stools every Day after them : His Tre- 
mors went off, and flept better. After this he 
went into' the Cold-Batb, and continues perfectly 
well. 

But what is remarkable in this Cafe is, that the 
Wound ran a thick digefted Matter after this Me- 
thod, and threw off the Scab like an Efcar; after 
which it healed of itfelf. 

I will not fSrefume to philofophize upon thefe 
Cafes, when I am writing to one who is fb much 
better capable of doing it than I can pretend to be. 
Much lels (hall I pretend to determine whether 
Mercury has thefe Effects from its fpecifkk Pro- 
perties, which enables it to prevent or diffblvethofe 
inflammatory Concretions which caufe the Hydro- 
phobia, or from the Evacuations it caufes. Inftead 
ofdifeufiing this Point, give me leave to make an 
Obfervation or two upon the Antiquity of this Dif- 
eafe\ which I the rather choofe to do, becaufe 
Calius Aurelianusy in his Account of uy does not 
ieem to build fo much upon the Authority of 
Honter as, in my humble Opinion, he might have 
<lone. Indeed be quotes a Paflage out of the eighth 

Iliad, 
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Iliad > where Tracer calls He Star «/,»<«. Xovctm&r 
but does not fcem to think this Jufficient to prove 
that Homer was acquainted with thisMadnefs. But 
he omits two more PafTages in the lame Author,, 
which, joined with this, amount to a Dcraonftra- 
lion that Homer was by no means ignorant of it. 
The firft is in the ninth Iliad,whcreVlj'£es is up- 
on his Embafly to Achilles. He defcribes to the- 
kft mentioned Hero, the Diflrefs the Grecian Ar- 
my was in through his Abfence ; and when he has 
painted HeBor as terrible as he can, he compares his 
Fury to the Rage of aMad Dog. IliadLib. ix.1. 0.37* 

MowVfcTTzi ex.77zlyXa)s, 'mow©* Aw, b$i n tjc-j 

- - Hector verb valde trucibus oculis ad- 

Jpiciens 
Furit terribiliter, fretus Jove : nee quicquam. 

honor at 
Fir os tie que c Deos- i ingetis ant em ipfum rabies 

invajit. 

If Homer had defign*d to defcrihe a Mad Dog as 
a Phyfician, he could not have expreft'd his Looks 
by a more proper Word than B*gj*eaiW. It mud 
alfo be confider'd, that this Dtfcourfe is directed to 
Achilles, who, having ftudied Phyfick under Chiron,, 
was.confequently.more capable of receiving an Idea 
of the Mifchief Hector did to his Country- men by 
this Metaphor. 

In the thirteenth Iliad) Hector is again cali'd 
AvomHs, by Neptune. 

It muft be obferv ; d that Koo-ezt, Xuaoyrpf, and 
KvzMhM can properly, Sand in their natural Signifi- 
cation, 
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cation, be applied to no other Madneft than that 
which is peculiar to a Dog, though metaphorically 
it may, as in the Inftances I have given, as alfo in 
Sofhoclis and Euripides. The Word Kmmt, or au't7« 
is ufed to fignify theMadnefs of Dogs by Ariftotle , 
Galen* and Diofcorides. And Awroo^W©. is ufed 
by the laft mentioned Author to figaify a Man bit 
by a Mad Dog. At>0-<ra« is ufed by Aretaus in this 
Senfe, and Avtwms by 'Plutarch, to exprefs the 
fame Thing. 

What I would infer from this is, that Homer was 
certainly acquainted with theMadnefs of Dogs j and 
if Dogs in his Days ran mad, 'tis probable they 
would bite Men, and if fo, to be fure, an Hydro- 
phobia would be the Confequence ; notwithstanding 
that, "Plutarch will have it that it was firft taken 
Notice of in the Days of Afclepades, who was fa- 
mous for his Practice in Rome before the Death of 
Mithridates. 

Another ftrong Evidence of its Antiquity is that 
Inftinft which directs every Dog to avoid him that 
is mad, upon fmelling, feeing, or even hearing him. 
If this is not Inftincl:, it is Reafon ; and that in a 
higher Degree than we ourfelves can pretend to. 
Now Inftind muft be coeval with the Creation, or 
at lead the Fall ; and therefore Madneis mud not 
be much younger. 

I heartily askPardon for taking up fb much of your 
Time from Bufinefsof much greater Import j and 
I beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf; 

S I R, 

Tour tnofl obedient humble Servant, 

Robert James, 



